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I, Too

Langston Hughes
1926

I, too, sing America

| am the darker brother,
They send me to eat in the Kitchen
When company comes,
But I laugh,
And eat well, And

grow strong.

Tomorrow,

I’ll sit at the table
When company comes.
Nobody’ll dare
Say to me
“Eat in the kitchen,”

Then.
Besides,
They’ll see how beautiful | am

And be ashamed,—

I, too, am America.
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Document 1-A

LetTeErR TO The Crisis
November 1919, XI1X, 339

The Washington riot gave me a thrill that comes once in a life
time. | was alone when | read between the lines of the morning
paper that at last our men had stood like men, struck back, were no
longer dumb, driven cattle. When | could no longer read for my
streaming tears, | stood up, alone in my room, held both hands high
over my head and exclaimed aloud: “Oh, | thank God, thank God!”

We know how many insults we have borne silently, for we have
hidden many of them from our men because we did not want them
to die needlessly in our defense; we know the sorrow of seeing our
boys and girls grow up, the swift stab of the heart at night at the
sound of a strange footstep . . .

God grant that our men everywhere refrain from strife, provoke
no quarrel, but that they protect their women and homes at any
cost.

SEE POWERPOINT FOR SIGNATURE.
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Document 1-B

PERCENTAGE OF AFRICAN AMERICANS IN TOTAL POPULATION OF THE
UNITED STATES, 1890
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Document 1-C

L YNCHING IN THE SOUTH

A Protest Againstthe Burning and Lynchingof Negros

Within the last fortnight three members of my race have been burned at the stake; of these one was
a woman. Not one of the three was charged with any crime even remotely connected with the abuse
of a white woman. In every case murder was the sole accusation. All of these burnings took place in
broad daylight and two of them occurredon Sunday afternoon in sight of a Christian church.

In the midst of the nation's busy and prosperous life few, | fear take time to consider where these
brutal and inhuman crimes are leading us. The custom of burning human beings has become so
common as scarcely to excite interest or attract unusual attention.

I have always been among those who condemned in the strongest terms crimes of whatever
character committed by members of my race, and | condemn them now with equal severity; but |
maintain that the only protection of our civilization is a fair and calm trial of all people charged
with crime and in their legal punishment if proved guilty.

There is no shadow of excuse for departure from legal methods in the cases of individuals accused
of murder. The laws are as a rule made by the white people and their executionis in the hands of the
white people; so that thereis little probability of any guilty colored man escaping.

These burnings without a trial are in the deepest sense unjust to my race; but itis not this injustice alone
which stirs my heart. These barbarous scenes followed, as they are, by publication of the shocking details
are more disgraceful and degrading to the people who inflict the punishment than those who receive it.

If the law is disregarded when a Negro is concerned, it will soon be disregarded when a white man is
concerned; and, besides, the rule of the mob destroys the friendly relations which should exist between
the races and injures and interferes with the material prosperity of the communities concerned.

Worst of all these outrages take place in
communities where there are Christian churches;

A PROTEST AGARGT THE BURNING AND LYNCERG OF in the midst of people who have their Sunday
REGROES. schools, their Christian Endeavor Societies and

BOSHER T. zl\!--l NBTOAN

| Tha tallewing istisc was srignsliy i i dhe E Ingh
Y Hatall, Mididsy. Febimary 35, Iuﬂ_-M wid Klaa sk cak by
:Iﬁrﬁmbd Fres=s b= the rasspapems of ihs counirg:]

Withia the lewi lorinighi theee members of my mce
have een burned at the sinks ; of thess ane was & woman
Mot one of the Bree wid charged with any erime even e
motely connected with the abwss of a white woman, In
every cass marder was the sole sccemtion. All of Ehes:
burnings ook plete in bacid deylight and two ol tem oo
carnid on Sonday afternoon in sight of a Christian charch
" TIn the midst of the mation’s bosy and prospercas e
few. 1 fear, take fimeo in comsdar whare thase hrutal and
mnhomoan crimis ere keeding ol The cestom o biening
hutias beings has become so common as scarcely to excite
interest or stiract nnovel attention.

I hawve always bean amosg thoss who condemmed in the
strongess fesma crimes of whataver chumcier committed by
membar of sy rase, aid [ fondesn Chem aow wilth egel
apvesily] Dt 1 matetain chat the \:II'II!:' parodesc e ol oer Eiv-
illzatiom i & Tair and calm trial of 2l people charged with
crima xid in thesr Jegel] punishment # peoved gailey.

Thare & oo shedew ol epense bor degartan: fross hapal
mustheds 0 the cases of individmls accosed of muorder. The

Young Men's Christian Associations, where
collections are taken up for sending missionaries
to Africa and China and the rest of the so-called
heathen world.

Is it not possible for pulpit and press to speak out
against these burnings in a manner that shall
arouse a public sentiment that will compel the mob
to cease insulting our courts, our Governors and
legal authority; cease bringing shame and ridicule
upon our Christian civilization.

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON.
Tuskegee, Ala., February 22, 1904.

This letter was originally printed in the Birmingham
Age-Herald, Monday, February 29, 1904. Reprinted in
the Library of Congress, African American Perspectives:
Pamphlets from the Daniel A. P. Murray Collection,
1818-1907.
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aap/aaphome.html
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Document 1-D

of 84 lynchings.

LYNCHING STATISTICS FROM THE CRISIS (1920)
According to THE CRISIS records, 77 Negroes were lynched during the year 1919, of whom 1
was a colored woman and 11 were soldiers; 4 white persons and 3 Mexicans also were lynched, —a total

During the year 1918, 64 Negroes were lynched, 5 of whom were colored women; 4 white men

were lynched.

Georgia still leads, with an increase of 2 lynchings; Mississippi takes second place, instead of
Texas, with 5 more lynchings; Alabama, by an in- crease of 5 lynchings, ties with Louisiana.
In methods of torture, burnings have increased from 2 in 1918 to 14 19109.

January 18, Shreveport, La., Henry Thomas; murder.
January 20, Hillsboro, Tex., Bragg Williams, burned; murder
January 29, Monroe, La., Sampson Smith; murder.

February 6, Newburn, N. C., John Daniels; murder

February 14, Bossier, La., Will Fortner; murder.

March 2, Belzoni, Miss., Eugene Green; assault on man.
March 12, Greenville, Fla., Joe Walker; shooting.

March 13, Tuscaloosa, Ala., Cicero Cage, cut to pieces; pulling woman from horse.

March 14, Pensacola, Fla., Bud Johnson, soldier, burned; attempt to rape.

April — Blakely, Ga., Wilbur Little, soldier, beaten; wearing U. S. A. uniform too long. . . .

According to State Methods of Torture
Georgia....cccceverveeennnn. 22 MIiSSOUM ..cccvveviiiiennne 2 Hanging ......cccocevvevverennne 43 Drowning........ccccocveeenne 2
MisSiSSipPi.....coveveneane. 12 Colorado........cccuruenene. 2 Shooting......ccccoeveeiennnnns 23 Beating .....cccooveereiiennnn 1
Alabama .........ccccocone. 8 West Virginia.............. 2 Burning.......cceceeevverennn 14 Cutting....ccocoovvvriinnenns 1
Louisiana.........c...c...... 8 Nebraska .........cccceevenee 1
Arkansas...........coceeuee 7 Washington ................. 1 Negroes Lynched By Years, 1885-1919
TEXAS .o 5 Tennessee........ccoeveeeee. 1 1885 78 1903 86
Florida ......ccccovvvivennnes 5 Kansas.........coceeeerininnns 1 1886 .. 71 1904....cciiiiiiiiiin, 83
North Carolina............ 4 Sonora (Mexico) ........ 1 1887 ..o 80 1905, 61
South Carolina............ 2 1888 95 1906......ccirieiiieieins 64

1889 95 1907 i 60
By Race 1890 90 1908.....coiiiiiiieee 93
Negro......ccoevvveriren 77 Mexican.......ccoovvevenne 3 1891 .., 121 1909, 73
WHhite ..o 4 1892 155 1910 65

1893 154 1911 63
By Sex 1894 ..o 134 1912, 63
Male.......ccovvivriiinnns 83 Female......ccovviiiennne 1 1895 112 1913 79

Alleged Crimes 1896.....coiviiiiiiine 102 1914 69

Murder ........................ 28 Shootlng and assault 1897 ............................ 84 1915 ............................. 80
Rape and attempted to murder ''''''''''''''''''''''''' 7 1898 ............................ 102 1916 ............................. 55
Rape ............................ 19 |nsu|t|ng WOMEeN..ovvvvvinnnn, 7 1899 ............................ 84 1917 ............................. 44
Trivial CaUSES....vvnrevnnn, 9 Labor trouble ___________________ 1 1900, 107 1918...cviiiiieeeceeee, 64
|ntimacy W|th women. 4 Quarrel ............................ 1 1901 ., 107 1919 77
Bandits.........c...ccoo....... 3 INSUITECtion ..........covvveen... 1 1902, 86
UNKNOWN covvvvviiis 2 TOTAL 3,052
Burglary.......ccoceoenee. 2
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Document 1-E

FieLb WORKIN THE SOUTH

SRy S

Smithsonian Institution
These pictures were part of the exhibit, “Field to Factory: Afro-American Migration 1915-1940,” at the National
Museum of American History.

Document 1—F

EbucATION IN THE SOUTH

The education in southern schools was extremely poor. The rooms were overcrowded, they had few
resources, and the buildings were very dilapidated. As Hughes Child said, "When | was a boy, the
state didn't even give you but three months to go to school. That's all. Three months . . . you could
barely learn the alphabet in three months."

Source: http://otal.umd.edu/~vg/msf95/ms20/educationl.html

Smithsonian Institution

This picture was part of the exhibit, “Field to
Factory: Afro-American Migration 1915-
1940,” at the National

Museum of American History.
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Document 1-G

JiMm Crow LAaws

PRIVATE PRopepT
NO PARKING | 7 4
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National Park Service

Colored Waiting Room at the train station, ND. Presented by
Martin Luther King, Jr., National Historic Site
http://www.nps.gov/malu/documents/jim_crow_laws.htm

Farm Security Administration
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Segregated drinking fountains and a colored
only waiting room, examples of the
segregated facilities in the South that
persisted into the 1960s.

Farm Security Administration
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Document 1—-H

LETTERS TO THE CHICAGO DEFENDER

Mobile, Ala., 4-26-17

Dear Sir Bro:
... | am writing to you for advice about comeing north. | am a brickmason
an | can do cement work an stone work. . . . if there nothing there for me to

make a support for my self and family. My wife is seamstress. We want to
get away the 15 or 20 of May so please give this matter your earnest
consideration an let me her from you by return mail as my bro. in law want
to get away to. He is a carpenter by trade. so please help us as we are in
need of your help as we wanted to go to Detroit but if you says no we go where
ever you says. There is nothing here for the colored man but a hard time
which these southern crackers gives us. We has not had any work to do in 4
wks. and every thing is high to the colored man so please let me hear from you
by return mail. Please do this for your brother.

Source: Deirdre Mullane, ed. Crossing the Danger Water: Three Hundred Years of
African-American Writing (New York: Anchor Books, 1993), p. 458.

Macon, Ga.  April 2, 1918

To the Bethenlem Baptist
Association reaching in the Chicago
De- fender of your help securing
positions | want to know if it is any
way you can oblige me by helping me
to get out there as I am anxious to
leave here & everything so hard
here 1 hope you will oblige me in
helping me to leave here ans[wer]
at once to 309 Middle St. Mrs. J. H.
Adams.

Letter from Mrs. J. H Adams,
Macon, Georgia, to the Bethlehem
Baptist Association in Chicago,
Ilinois,

1918 Holograph, Carter G. Woodson
Papers, Manuscript Division,
Library of Congress.
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Document 1|

LETTER TO THE CHIcAGO DEFENDER
Granville Mississippi, May 16, 1917

Dear Sir: This letter is a letter of information of which you will find stamp envelop for reply. |
want to come north some time soon but | do not want to leve here looking for a job where | would
be in dorse all winter. Now the work | am doing here is running a guage edger in a saw mill. I know
all about the grading of lumber. | have been working in lumber about 25 or 27 years. My wedges
here is $3.00 a day 11 hours a day. | want to come North where | can educate my 3 little children
also my wife. Now if you cannot fix me up at what| am doing down here | can learn anything any
one else can. also there is a great deal of good women cooks here would leave any time all they want
is to know where to go and some way to go please write me, at once just how | can get my people
where they can get something for their work. There are women here cookeing for $1.50 and $2.00 a
week. | would like to live in Chicago or Ohio or Philadelphia. Tell Mr. Abbott that our pepel are tole
that they can not get anything to do up there and they are being snatched off the trains here in
Greenville and a rested but in spite of all this, they are leaving every day and every night 100 or more
is expecting to leave this week. Let me here from you at once.

Emmett J. Scott, “Letters of Negro Migrants of 1916-1918,” Journal of Negro History, 4 (July,

1919), p. 435.

[The “Mr. Abbott” referred to is the African American owner of the Chicago Defender who encouraged the
migration.]

Document 1-J

FacTtorY WORK IN THE NORTH
Ads for Laborers

 WANTED 8000 LABORERS.
el roR GOVERNMENT WORK ~HOG ISLAND SHIP-YARD. §§5
“= 383« ]J0 HOUR DAY. STEADY WORK.

BOARD &£ LODGING ADVARNCE D
EVERY DAY APPLY HERE.

TR T

These pictures were part of the exhibit at the National Museum of American History, entitled “Field to
Factory: Afro-American Migration 1915-1940.” They were used to illustrate factory life in the north.
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Document 1—K

THE CRIsSIS

cents e COpy
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The Crisis:
A Record of the Darker Races

American to receive a Ph.D. from

Harvard University (1896). He
founded The Crisis.

“The Crisis is the official monthly
publication of the NAACP. It beganin 1910
with William Edward Burghardt DuBois
as editor, and became a leading periodical
for African Americans. It was known for its
radical position against lynching and
racial prejudice and reflected the ideology
of Dr. DuBois. Until 1919 it sold for 10
cents a copy and boasted a monthly
circulation of

80,000 copies. In the 1920s, literary
contributions to the magazine increased
in keeping with the cultural explosion
known as the Harlem Renaissance.”

Source: http://www.si.umich.edu/CHICO/Harlem/
text/NAACP.html

THE
CRISIS L2
0
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THE CRISIS
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Advertisement for The Crisis which
appeared in Survey Graphic Harlem
Number (March 1925) Vol. VI, No. 6.
This historic issue is presented digitally
by the University of Virginia Library's

Electronic Text Center:
http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/harlem/index.html
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Document 1—-L

THE CHicAco DEFENDER

Blowing the Trumpet: The Chicago Defender
and Black Migration During World War |

2

African-American journalist Robert Sengstacke Abbott (1868-1940) founded the Chicago
Defender on May 6, 1905, with a capital totaling twenty-five cents. His editorial creed
was to fight against "segregation, discrimination, disenfranchisement . . . ." The Defender
reached national prominence during the mass migration of blacks from the South during
World War I, when the paper's banner headline for January 6, 1917, read "Millions to
Leave South.” The Defender became the bible of many seeking "The Promised Land." Abbott
advertised Chicago so effectively that even migrants heading for other northern cities
sought information and assistance from the pages of the ‘World’s Greatest Weekly.’

Kenneth L. Kusmer, ed. The Great Migration and After, 1917-1930, vol. 5, p. 4 Black Communities
and Urban Development in America, 1720-1990 (New York: Garland, 1991) Reprinted by the
Library of Congress: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/african/west.html.

- T —

EDIO
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OPRESTISELEETE

This headline announces the election of Oscan DePriest to alderman. Later, on
November 6, 1928, Oscar DePriest became the first African Americanto win a seat
in the United States House of Representatives in the twentieth century.

ma..d.!l. h1|

Source: Ernest R. Rather Chicago Negro Almanac and Reference Book (Chicago: Chicago Negro
Almanac Publishing Co., 1972).
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Document 1-M

THE TREK NORTHWARD
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The Geography of the Great Migration
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4 Greenwich Village
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Document 1—-N

EpiToriAL IN THE CRISIS

THE CRISIS

Vol. 16=No. 1

MAY, 19158

Whiole Mo 91

Editorial

SAVE

BELIEVE that this is Our

War and not President Wil

gon's War and that no matter

how many blunders the admin-
istration makes, or how many ob-
sticles it puts in our way we must
wark the harder to win the war.

I want to urge the importance of
advertising in every way you can the
campaign for War Bavings—savings
of money, of food, of lnkar, In doing
g0 you kill three birds with one stone:

1. Promobe the suvceess of Lhe

WAL,

2, Inerease the individual wealth

of your eonstitueney,
Put them on a common foeoting
with other patriotic American
citizens and promote those
ecommon bonds that gradually
break down prejodice.

If the ealored eitizens of the eoun-
iry seize this opporiunity to empha-
size their American citizenship by
effective war activities, they will
score tremendously. When men fight
together and work together and anve
together, this foolishness of race
prijudice dizappears.

GeokGE (5. BRADFORD,
THE MEGRD AND THE WAR DEPART.
MENT

-

T =seems to be necessary to in-
pist upon justice foward the
MNegro from the War Depart-
ment. We are well aware

that much of this injustiee iz inei-
dental and not intentiomal. As MNe-
groes, we propose to fight for the
right, no matter what our treatmont
may be; bul we zubmit to the public

a

that inbentional injustice toward col-
ored soldiers iz the poorest invest-
ment that this nation can make juskt
FIGW.

First, let us recall the position of
Coloned Young: he is still imprizoned
in Chio on full pay with nothing to
do, The Examining Board recom-
mended that Colonel Young be “re-
tained in active service” The Ses.
retary of War approved this pecom-
mendation and directed that “Caolonel
Young be placed on aetive duiy”
The Adjutant General, knowing the
differenee belwesn “active serviec”
and “actlve duty"” immediptely re-
tired Colonel Young from active
gervice and placed him on active dudy
with nothing to do.

Tweles wmilliocn Negroes demand
thai Colonsl Vewng be resfored tfo
“acitee service!"”

Again, the Ninety-second Division
of Mepro troope was established by
the Secretary of War and approved
by President Wilson over the proteat
of the General Staff: but no effert
wps made Lo secure for this division
certain necessary persons of techni-
eal tealning. The colored officers at
Fort Des Moines were given no ar-
tillery training. Farmers from the
Souwth, largely illiterate and withowt
mechanical skill or edocation, were
mssigned Lo the artillery in the first
deafl. This, however, could easily
have been remedied by transferring
fram other regiments in this division
and from other divislons, edweated
and technically trained coloved men.

The permission to weakd suck irgns
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ProTeEsTs 1917-1925

Library of Congress‘

Pennsylvania Avenue from the capitol to the White House.
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Library of Congress

At its headquarters, 69 Fifth Avenue, New York City, the NAACP flew a flag to
report lynchings, until, in 1938, the threat of losing its lease forced the association
to discontinue the practice.
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Document 1-O

ProTeESTSs 1917-1924

Smithsonian Institution

UNIA parade organized in Harlem, 1924
The sign reads: “THE NEW NEGRO HAS NO FEAR.”

Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture

The Silent Protest parade organized by Harlem religious and civic leaders and the
NAACP, 1917.
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Document 1—-P

ANTI-LYNCHING BiLL

3424 Lynchings in 33 years

mlmm-.m-ndhhl»munuu 16 the Sanwte, en July 3,

1982, s “approgeinte legidelion™ % core ar provest the evll of typachizg whener

0 the Unlted Biaiens that evil eckits ce s wenmmiont.

On Juscary 55, 1942, the Dpee AmthLomeking b6l pamol the Heews of Bepereie-
roeoed vole: Yeas 22, Napw M9, Amwerizg “Tresert® 4,

A terrible blot on American civilization. 3424
lynchings in 33 years. . . .Prepared by the
Committee on Public Affairs, the Inter-
fraternal council. Issued by District of
Columbia anti-lynching committee,
Northeast- ern Federation of Colored
Women's Clubs. [1922]

This pamphlet was one of many publications
by anti-lynching crusaders.

Congressmen who voted against the Dyer Antl-Lynchiog Bill

Mo 1)
w o il om0 an
Mot (1 Mmead
o wE
mb-u "w
b 113 i o
e Ly e
At My ) el
Pk 1) Fanl
s 1) E f..

H
P
il
ryreal
il 2
il

pifred
il
L

fI

Two victms stways ol & ynebing = Miman being a=d cvitzatica

Ll

PRt A

th Baste=n Frleonbans 0 Celared Woren's Cane

A SILENT PARADE

| Vote Against Those \ho Voked |
To ProtectThe Lynching Indusiry.

The Dyer Anti-Lynching Bill

The Dyer Anti-Lynch Bill passed the House
pf Representatives but was killed in the
Senate.

USTER BLOCKS
TI-LYNCHING BILL

¥

ibll Democrats Bucoesad In

l'rlﬂnﬂng Debate on Measure
Until After Holldays.

WIN BY BREAKING QUORUM

NORFOLK, VIRGINIA. SATURDAY
DECEMBER 17, 1921

|_ynchings Continue
As Congress Debates
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NUHFOLE, VIRGINIA, l.i.'l'l.l'lil'l.’ﬁ'i" NECEMBER 17, T8
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Lyvnchings Continue L ns pu
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Uﬂl-l.-:l- neh Bl
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